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DAYTON, Ohio- Larry Lain introduced his wife, Barb, to London with a riverside 
walk along the Thames. As she scanned the shorelirle and saw for the first time the houses of 
Parliament, the Big Ben tower, the dome on St. Paul's Cathedral and other famous landmarks, 
' 
her eyes lit up - and his heart melted. 
Larry and Barb have since shared countless sentimental encounters in the city they've 
dubbed the world's most romantic, and have penned a guide to all things romantic in hopes of 
inspiring others to experience the same. 
London for Lovers, a 272-page paperback published by Interlink Publishing Group, is 
actually the third book on London by Lain, a professor of communication at the University of 
Dayton. But he'll be the first to admit his research for the first two - London for Families and 
The Student's Guide to London- wasn't quite as much fun . . 
Without Barb - a first-grade teacher and now first-time author -Lain would know 
nothing about romantic London- or care, he says. Having experienced the tender side of the 
foggy city, however, writing the book seemed a natural outlet. 
"I've had two great, passionate love affairs in my life," Lain said. "One is with the nice 
lady I've been married to for 30 years, and the other is with London. It seemed a logical 
connection to write about my favorite city with my favorite person." 
The book contains nine chapters on nightlife, shopping, outdoor attractions, cultural 
sites and other romantic elements. It also features advice on planning a trip and sites and 
activities - from free to extravagant - to fit any budget. 
"One of the most lavish hotels is the Savoy, where the cost for two people is about $550 
per night," Lain said. "But it's extraordinary. Monet painted from its windows, and Gucci 
worked as a dishwasher in its kitchen before his rise to fame. an· the other hand, the Montagu 
House Hotel features well-above-average rooms for about $90 a night- which is quite 
inexpensive for London. 
-over-
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 
(937) 229-3241 (937) 229-3063 Fax 
www. udayton.edu 
/ 
"There's a wide range of budget options in restuarants as well, from the huge variety of 
ethnic restuarants which are especially inexpensive to the Caviar House on Piccadilly, where the 
price of caviar ranges from $5d to $600 per ounce." 
The Lains included a variety of trendy tourist attractions in the book, such as the 
Millennium Wheel, a 400-foot high ferris wheel that currently holds the "most popular" title and 
is booked weeks in advance. But there are also plenty of off-the-beaten-path places as well, 
such as the Roof Gardens - Lain's choice for the most romantic spot in London. 
"It's London's most surprising park," he said. "It's a one-and-a-half-acre-garden on the 
roof of a seven-story building in one of the city's busiest shopping districts. It's privately 
owned but open to the public unless it's booked for an event, and it seems that not a lot of 
people know about it. What's remarkable is that you get off the elevator in this nondescript 
building and step out into another world- with mature trees, shaded walks,-manicured lawns, 
fish-filled ponds and even a Spanish garden with palm trees, Moorish architecture and pink 
flamingos -live ones! It's just extraordinary." 
Readers will also find entertaining vignettes on famous London lovers, such as Elizabeth 
Barrett and Robert Browning and John Lennon and Yoko Ono, as well as intimate encounters. 
"London is the city where Shakespeare wrote Romeo and Juliet, where one king ripped 
an entire country away from his church for the love of a woman, and another threw away the · 
throne for his love," Lain said. "Today, London is still the kind of bustling, cosmopolitan city 
everyone finds exciting. It sets nightlife trends for the world, offers elegant and intimate 
restaurants and cozy pubs, the world's best theater and quiet walks through flower-filled parks 
and canal footpaths. No matter how you define romance, London has plenty to offer." 
In compiling the book, tain said he and Barb were careful not to impose their own view 
of what is romantic, but offered a wide range of possibilities to fit a variety of tastes. 
"For some, romantic is a long walk along the river after dark," he said. "For others it 
might be dancing all night long. So we shared not only our own favorite places and interludes, 
but included the idea~ of othets as well." The couple solicited ideas from friends and family 
members who have visited the city, those who read Lain's other books on London, native 
Londoners and couples of all ages who offered advice via Internet discussion groups. 
The bottom line? "Romantic is whatever you and your partner enjoy sharing together, 
that makes you laugh together, that causes you to automatically reach out for each other's hand 
at the same time. For us, the whole trip is an escape from the real world - a chance to focus 
just on each other." 
Lain's newest book, Paris for Families, is scheduled for release approximately July 1. He 
is currently writing New York City for Families. 
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